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Jesus People: Anatomy of a Church Member 

Members of One Another 

I Corinthians 12: 12-19; 27 

 

Introduction: For Such a Time as This 

I consider myself very fortunate for the childhood that I was privileged to have.  So many in our 

community grew up on a farm.  I didn’t have that privilege, but I did get to grow up in some 

really great places.  Got to play out in the desert.  I learned to hunt lizards and snakes.  I even 

lived on the beach in California for five years when I was in Jr. High and High School.  Believe 

it or not, I caught lizards and snakes there, too.   

 

There weren’t any organized sports teams for kids.  We didn’t need them.  Our moms just let us 

play our own disorganized games in the yard or out in the street.  There weren’t any worries 

about kidnapping and worse that we have today.  Generally, the sixties and early seventies were 

a pretty good time to grow up for a kid. 

 

But as I grew up and became more aware, I also began to realize that things weren’t as idyllic as 

I thought.  I remember the race riots of the sixties.  Racial tensions were so high in my school 

that the administration building was firebombed one year.  In the days of the Cold War, nuclear 

annihilation was a very real fear that we all shared.  We were all on edge.  I was raised in a very 

politically and religiously conservative home.  I was led to believe that every radical voice and 

national challenge was some sort of Communist plot.  I figured the Beatles, Bob Dylan, and 

Martin Luther King were all somehow connected to Nikita Khrushchev.  Silly, I know.  I 

believed we had to win the war in Vietnam or Australia would be the next domino to fall under 

Communist domination.  I was just a bit too young for the draft, but I remember my older 

brothers sweating out the lottery.  I well-remembered the Six Day War in Israel in 1967 and 

wondered if it was a sign that Jesus was coming back soon.   In the late sixties and early 

seventies, I was convinced the world was coming to a quick end.  At the time, I seriously never 

expected to see the year 2000, much less 2016.   

 

I wonder what kind of world our children will inherit from us.  Our American culture, in the 

words of Judge Robert Bork, is quickly “slouching towards Gomorrah.”  Bork wrote his book 



2 

 

©BMyers2016 

 

twenty years ago.  The American culture is not “slouching” towards depravity; we are racing 

headlong into the moral abyss where right is wrong and wrong is right.  I wonder if any of you 

feel that way, too.  I suspect many of you do.  We dare not be the proverbial frog in the kettle 

that is unaware we are being gradually boiled to death in our own sins. 

 

But as Christians we do not lose hope.  The Church is God’s conduit through which he will 

rescue his broken world.  In the Global South – Africa, South America, and parts of Asia, the 

Church of Jesus Christ is thriving.  But here in affluent America, all signs point to a declining 

Church.  I recognize that fact.  I realize the difficulty of the time in which we live.  But I refuse 

to accept the demise of the American Church as inevitable.   

 

Our country needs a strong and vigorous church.  We cannot rest on our past successes.  The 

culture is quickly turning against us.  Our faith has to be genuine.  It has to change our lives if we 

are to be salt and light in a dying culture.   

 

Forty-five years ago, I didn’t think I would see this day.  But God has purposed that you and I 

would live in this time.  We were born for today.  We dare not miss God’s purpose for us.  His 

design is to shape and fashion us as his people in the image of Christ for such a time as this.   I 

agree with Bill Hybels, the founder of Willow Creek Community Church in Chicago who said, 

“The local church is the hope of the world…”  Let the church rise up.  Let us be the people that 

God intended us to be.  

 

Text: I Corinthians 12:12-19; 27 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And 

if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 

make it any less a part of the body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
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hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God 

arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

 

…Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

 

Prayer 

 

A Troubled Church  

We sometimes think that the New Testament church got everything right.  After all, it was the 

Early Church that turned the pagan Roman Empire into Christian culture in just over three 

hundred years.  But the church in the First Century was made up of imperfect people just like 

you and me.  Read the first three chapters of Revelation and you’ll see seven different churches, 

all with their own unique challenges.  Some New Testament churches were strong and effective 

and others were weak and toxic.  The church in Corinth fell into the latter group.   

 

You could make a fair comparison between the culture of ancient Corinth and contemporary 

America.  Situated on the crossroads between the Aegean Sea and the Western Mediterranean, 

Corinth was a flourishing economic and cultural center.  Along with the great wealth of the city, 

it attracted and supported all kinds of pagan religions.  Like our culture today, Corinth was 

awash in sexual immorality.  Into this challenging place, Paul spent eighteen months had been 

able to plant a church with the help of his new-found friends Priscilla and Aquilla.   

 

But within a few years after his departure the church in Corinth lapsed into serious problems.  

They tolerated and even celebrated sexual immorality.  We struggle with “worship wars” – you 

know, some like praise and worship while others like hymns.  The Corinthians had “preacher 

wars.”  Some liked Paul.  Others preferred Peter.  The highbrow sided with Apollos.  The church 

was divided by socio-economic status.  The rich were condescending to the poor.  Paul’s first 

epistle to the Corinthians is a letter of firm correction.  He’s taking them to the woodshed.   
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A Healthy Body 

The people in the Corinthian church were also graced with an abundance of spiritual gifts but 

they used them to for their own personal gain.  They used the spiritual gifts that God had given to 

them to further his purposes to make themselves look good.  “Hey!  Look at me!  I’ve got a word 

from the Lord!”  Or, “So, I’ve been speaking in tongues for three years, how ‘bout you?”  

Perhaps they thought, “You don’t really have to consider what Martha thinks; she just takes care 

of the little children.”  It was bad. 

 

I’ve never been into hockey.  It’s just never been part of my cultural experience, shall we say.  

But if a hockey team played like the Corinthians did church, the wingmen would hog the puck, 

the defensemen would practice slamming the boards, the center would skate in circles and the 

goalie would showing off for the crowd.   

 

That’s not how it works! 

 

Each one of us has a unique gift and contribution to make to the church.  The Bible lists quite a 

few spiritual gifts in the New Testament: gifts like wisdom, knowledge, discernment, faith, 

service, teaching and more.  I don’t believe that Scripture’s gift list is exhaustive.  For example, 

Andrew is gifted – beyond his musical ability, but empowered by the Spirit – to lead people in 

corporate worship. That gift is not listed in the Scriptures, but I believe it is a spiritual gift.  

Others may have gifts of hospitality or generosity.  While we don’t have time in this message to 

explore the full meaning and implication of spiritual gifts I will say a couple of things.  First, 

every born-again Christian has some spiritual gift (or gifts) that he or she can and should use for 

the sake of the church.  “Now wait a minute, Pastor Bob, that sounds kind of religious – kind of 

stuffy and churchy.”  The Apostle Paul says that the purpose of spiritual gifts is for the “building 

up of the church” (I Corinthians 14:12).  Let us not forget that it is the church, properly 

functioning as the Bible teaches, that is God’s mechanism for saving and healing a broken world.  

Second, your spiritual gift is not something that is not completely foreign to you.  God uses what 

you have.  A spiritual gift is when God takes your personality, your passions, and your innate 

abilities, and amplifies them through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Because your abilities are 

empowered by the Spirit, it is for God’s purposes that they are to be used.   
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Paul uses the picture of a body to explain to the church why each of us have unique abilities and 

roles and how it is that they work together to accomplish God’s purpose.  We can’t all be eyes!  

Ten left feet would not be helpful.  Everyone – that means you…and me – have a unique role to 

play.  The church is the ultimate team sport played for an eternal goal.  All for one and one for 

all.  If one member hurts, we all hurt.  If one member celebrates, we celebrate, too.  (I 

Corinthians 12:26) 

 

At weddings and at other special occasions, we like to read “The Love Chapter,” I Corinthians 

13.  That’s all fine and good.  It stands alone beautifully.  But the chapter preceding it (from 

which we’ve taken our text) and the chapter that follows are all about spiritual gifts and how the 

church is to work together.  If the church is a body and the people with their spiritual gifts are the 

various parts of the body, then (hear me) love is the blood that courses through our veins 

bringing life and nourishment to every part.   In all that we do: in our worship, in our serving, in 

the use of our spiritual gifts, let it always be done in love in the humble spirit of giving and 

consideration of others.  That is the kind of powerful church that will change the world.   

 

In his letter to the church in Rome, Paul also addresses the issue of spiritual gifts and life 

together.  Realize, he says, that spiritual gifts are a grace that is given to you.  They’re not for 

your benefit, though by using them you will be blessed.  They are for others, for the body, and 

for the glory of God.  I like the way that Eugene Peterson translates the passage in The Message: 

  

Romans 12:3-8 (The Message) 

I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as I have 

responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, it’s 

important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this goodness to God. 

No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is 

and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him. 

 

In this way we are like the various parts of a human body. Each part gets its meaning from the 

body as a whole, not the other way around. The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of 

chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a part of his body. But as a 
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chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find 

ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously functioning parts in 

Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be what we were made to be, without enviously or 

pridefully comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something we aren’t. 

 

If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, don’t take over; if 

you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging guidance, be careful that you don’t get 

bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in distress, 

keep your eyes open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let 

yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your face. 

 

We Belong to Each Other 

In the last number of years, church membership has gotten a bad rap.  Some churches don’t 

emphasize it.  We need to do a better job.  I have a hunch we don’t really understand biblical 

church membership.  Memberships today usually mean something else.  You pay your annual fee 

for AAA and you can get free towing in town or free roadmaps.  If you’re a member of a 

professional organization you get certain benefits and recognition with your annual fee.  If you 

can afford a country club you’ll get wonderful exclusive benefits worthy of the substantial cost.   

 

I think sometimes we confuse church membership with country club membership.  We put our 

“dues” in the offering plate and we expect certain benefits.  We’ll get the music we want and 

programming for our children.  We expect an informative and inspirational lecture every time we 

come.  And if our schedule doesn’t allow, we don’t really need to come.  We can still come back 

and expect the same benefits as long as our dues are up to date.   

 

Obviously, that’s not what the Apostle Paul was describing in the Scriptures we read.  It’s a 

pretty crass comparison, but unfortunately, there is a ring of truth to it.   Thom Rainer, in his 

little book, I Am a Church Member, explains it this way: 
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Do you know how to remain a member of a country club?  Pay your dues.  Do that and 

people will be available to serve you.  Do you know how to remain a biblical member of 

a church?  Give abundantly and serve without hesitation.
1
 

 

OK.  So how do we make this practical?  First, make the commitment to be a biblical church 

member.  That’s a radical choice.  That means, give abundantly and serve without hesitation.  

Last week, if you were here, you heard Tim Harms challenge us as a church to set aside our petty 

personal agendas as if we were somehow in charge.  God is God and we are not.  Let’s start 

acting out what we say with our mouth and that is Jesus is Lord.  Give abundantly and serve 

without hesitation.  Second, determine what your spiritual gift or gifts are and start using them 

for God’s Kingdom.  God didn’t give you gifts for your own sake but for the sake of others and 

his purpose.  Next week, I’ll bring a very practical message about how to discover your spiritual 

gifts.   

 

When we recognize that we belong to each other and we start acting like we are members of the 

same body, we will become the church that God intends us to be.  We will be unleashed to fulfill 

our mission, being transformed as Jesus-followers through the power of the Spirit, changing our 

families, our community, and the world for the glory of God.  

 

The time is now.  The need is urgent.  In the midst of desperate days, forty-some years ago in 

1972, a simple pastor wrote these poignant words: 

 

Let God be God, in this our present moment. 

Let God be master holding in control 

All part of life as gifts of His bestowment 

For making men now broken strong and whole. 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 Thom Rainer, I Am a Church Member, p. 14.  
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Let God be God, or we shall never finish 

The task to which He calls us ev’ry day; 

Lest, erring, we in unbelief diminish 

The force, the power He wishes to display. 

 

Let Christ be Lord in all His risen power; 

His gracious Spirit unsupressed and free; 

Our Father re-create us for this hour 

Into the church You wish for us to be. 

   Bryan Jeffery Leech 

 

Song of Response:  We Are God’s People #669 


